
  Holiday greetings to riders around the world. We’ve had a great year and  
are looking forward to the next one.  I hope you are as well.

A New Ayres Adventures Web Site

Check Out Our New Website
   I am pleased to announce our newly reno-
vated website, published just this weekend, 
featuring major enhancements!  We’ve made 
it easier than ever to find your way to sub-
jects of interest.  Featured tours are easy to 
access and “fly-out” tables make it easy to 
quickly review dates and pricing for all tours 
without leaving the home page.  

  We’ve incorporated several components to 
place interesting information at your finger-
tips.  You can click on the Facebook feed to 
follow what’s happening on a current tour as 
tour leaders post updates from the road.  
You’ll also see a “teaser” of rotating cus-
tomer testimonial excerpts on the home 
page.  You can click to see them all, or you 
c a n 
filter 

them to review areas of interest to 
you, for example, from riders who have 
toured South America with us, or who 
have taken multiple trips with Ayres 
Adventures.  I think you’ll also enjoy 
our updated photo galleries – unique 
for each tour.

  One of the features I like best is the 
ability to display or print a copy of our 
entire calendar for 2013 or 2014 on a 
one-page, easy to review format.

  Take some time to poke around our 
new website. I think you’ll like it!
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Dreaming of  Africa
African Southern Cross Adventure in Rider Magazine

  Barb and I recently returned from Africa where we joined seven other couples for our 14-
day  Southern Cross Adventure.  One of the couples 
was Rider Editor-in-Chief Mark  Tuttle and his wife 
Genie.  Mark’s article about the trip is in the Janu-
ary issue.  If you’re not a subscriber, you can pick up 
a copy at a newsstand, or read the article on our 
website.  Just click the January issue of Rider on the 
scrolling “newsreel” on our home page.

  The Southern Cross Adventure is unique in that we 
feature a two-night stay at the 5-star Jock Safari Lodge inside Kruger National park.  

Mark’s article should help you understand why we think it’s such an incredible trip. It includes some great pho-
tography, too.  As Mark suggests in his article: “In short, just go. You’ll never regret nor forget it.”  Our next 
Adventure begins in Cape Town on March 16.

Dusty by Day - Bedazzled by Night

Off-Road in Africa with RawHyde Adventures
  A few issues ago, I announced a special African off-road Adventure that we’re offering in 
partnership with RawHyde Adventures. The tour will match off-road skills learned at 
RawHyde with the challenging deserts of Namibia.  Namibia has always been one of my 
favorite riding destinations, and visiting it with a group of off-road enthusiasts will be 
as good as it gets. Although leading tours now falls almost exclusively to my tour 
leaders, I’ve decided to lead this one myself.

  This Adventure begins with a three-day 
training class at the RawHyde Training Academy in Castaic, Califor-
nia during the last week of January.  RawHyde has developed a 
special version of the program to address the conditions riders 
will encounter in Namibia. Reinforcement of skills learned in Cali-
fornia will continue throughout the African trip.  Rounding out the 
management team will be Jim Hyde, founder of RawHyde Adven-
tures, John Jesson, my General Manager who lives in Cape Town, 
and RawHyde Instructor Mike Meyer, (who is also a paramedic). 

  The tour begins at the magnificent V&A Hotel on Cape Town’s Water-
front. Riders will experience the stunning motorcycling roads of South 
Africa’s Cape Peninsula before heading north to Namibia. This trip may 
be “dusty by day”, but riders will be delighted with the level of meals, 
accommodations and general comfort that we have in store when the 
sun goes down and stars brighten the African sky.  

   As a grand finale, we’ll finish the trip at Etosha National Park, where 
we’ll switch to a collection of 4x4s to do a self-drive safari.  Etosha is 
one of the most popular wildlife areas in Africa and provides the perfect opportunity to see and photograph Af-
rican wildlife in their native habitat.  This is an ideal trip for couples, whether your companion is a rider or not.  
We recently acquired a comfortable, new support vehicle in which non-riding companions can equally enjoy all 
aspects of the trip.  Whether you’re an experienced off-road enthusiast or a rider who is interested in combining 
world-class training with an incredible African motorcycling experience, don’t miss this one! 
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Africa = USA+China+Europe+India+Mexico+UK+... 
The Real Size of  Africa
  I consider myself well-traveled and pretty 
savvy to the geography of the planet, but was 
surprised when a friend recently sent me some 
interesting statistics about the size of the “dark 
continent”.

  Sure, Africa is a large continent, but my jaw 
dropped when I learned that it’s larger than the 
USA, Mexico, China, and all of Europe and India 
combined! You can throw in Japan, the UK and 
New Zealand and there is still room for another 
country or two.

 There are probably as many misconceptions 
about Africa as there are independent countries  
within it (nearly 60). We derive about half of 
our business from hosting tours in Africa and 
we’re frequently asked about safety, comfort, 
sanitary conditions, and a myriad of other sub-
jects. My stock answer is: “there are some nasty 
places in Africa, but we don’t venture near them.”

  Riders are invariably impressed with the friendly and welcoming attitude of the African people, 
the beauty of  the land, the great riding, and the cultural riches of  the continent.

  In addition to the article that appears in the current issue of Rider (see above), I also recommend 
Susan Vallario’s article about our African Trilogy - three of our most popular African tours which 
can be taken individually or “back-to-back”. Susan and her husband Nick were initially wary of 
Africa, but have come to love it so much they’ve done five African trips with us.  Her article was 
the cover story for the April 2011 issue of BMW/ON (Owners News) and provides excellent in-
sight into what it’s like to explore Africa with Ayres Adventures.  You can download the article 
from our website.  Click the April 2011 issue of  BMW/ON as it rolls by the newsreel.

  If you decide to join us for an African Adventure, you’re in for one of the most memorable expe-
riences of your life. You’ll see why Africa entices more riders to return for subsequent trips than 
any other of  our destinations.

And Now, From Somewhere That’s not Africa
Christmas Gift Suggestions
  I’ve dedicated a lot of ink to Africa in this issue, but we also operate great tours in South America, Europe, 
Alaska and New Zealand.  Several upcoming tours in January and February have space available.  
There is still time to plan a warm getaway from the winter season in the Northern Hemisphere.  
Here is a quick rundown: 

• Escape to Ushuaia beginning in Buenos Aires, January 12 - one place available

• New Zealand Top Down Adventure beginning in Auckland, January 25 - one place available

• Escape to Ushuaia beginning in Bariloche, Argentina, February 2 - two places available

• Taste of  Chile and a Dash of  Argentina from Osorno, Chile, February 16 - space available

These are all great trips.  Go ahead.  Treat yourself  to a great Christmas present!
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